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PURPOSE: To enable a process like 'glancing' in speech 
output by operating an optional key on information 
processing equipment intended for, for example, a 
visually handicapped person by making a skip up to a 
previously set delimiter character once a skip read 
indication is inputted during the speech output. 

CONSTITUTION: When the predetermined optional key 
(ship key) for skip read indication input, for example, 
the position of a character 2(a) is pressed on a 
keyboard during the speech output, a skip read 
indication input means 1 1 sends the skip read indication 
to a skip read processing means 12. The skip read 
processing means 12 starts a skip read from the 
character just after the output character 2(a) at the 
time of the skip read indication. Then the skip read is 
carried on until the previously set delimiter character 
4 is detected to skip a skip read part 3. Once the 
delimiter character 4 is detected, the skip read is quit 
and a character string is outputted as a speech from the 
character (b) just after the delimiter character 4. 
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(57) ABSTRACT OF THE DISCLOSURE 
[OBJECT] 

The present invention relates to an audio output 
processing system in an information processing apparatus for 
a visual handicapped person, for example, and an object thereof 
is to allow such a processing as "oblique reading" in an audio 
output by operating an arbitrary key. 
[ STRUCTURE ] 

An audio output processing system is provided with means 
11 which inputs a reading skip instruction at a time of audio 
output, and processing means 12 which skips reading to a 
specific character or a specific portion in a character string 
which is currently being output with audio according to input 
of the reading skip instruction, so that, when a reading skip 
instruction is input, reading is skipped to a predetermined 
portion such as a position next to a predetermined break 
character 4, a line start position or the like and reading is 
started from the predetermined portion. 
[0013] 

[EMBODIMENT] 

An embodiment of the present invention will be explained 
below with reference to the drawings . Fig- 1 is a block diagram 
showing a configuration example of the present invention. 
[0014] 

A character buffer 1 is a buffer for store character text 
data output in a display device or the like . In this embodiment , 
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data in the character buffer 1 is displayed on the display device 
or the like and it is output with audio. Alternatively, the 
data in the character buffer 1 may be output with audio instead 
of displaying on the display device or the like. 
[0015] 

In Fig. 1, it is assumed that the contents of the character 
buffer 1 are displayed on the display device, and the character 
string displayed is output with audio. When an arbitrary key 
(which is referred to as skip key) for inputting a reading skip 
instruction which has been predetermined on a keyboard, for 
example, a position of a character 2(a), is pressed during audio 
output, reading skip instruction input means 11 transmits the 
reading skip instruction to reading skip processing means 12. 
The reading skip processing means 12 starts reading skip from 
a character next to an output character 2 at a time of the reading 
skip instruction. Then, reading skip continues until a 
predetermined break character 4 is detected so that a reading 
skip portion 3 is skipped. When the break character 4 is 
detected, the reading skip is stopped and a character string 
is output again as audio from a character (b) next to the break 
character 4. Next, when the skip key for a reading skip 
instruction is pressed again, reading skip to a predetermined 
break character is performed again. Thus, a user can perform 
reading skip at arbitrary portions by the number of times 
required by the user by pressing the skip key for a reading skip 
instruction. 
[0016] 
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For the skip key used for inputting a reading skip 
instruction, for example, a BREAK key is set as default, but 
an arbitrary key may be allocated to the skip key. 
[0017] 

For example, punctuation points (^o /-)^ parenthesis, 
brackets, space and the like may be utilized as the break 
character 4- A specific portion such as a line start point, 
a tab position or the like may be utilized as a reading skip 
destination instead of the break character 4 in a character 
string. A user can set information showing an arbitrary 
character or portion serving as the break character 4 of the 
reading skip destination by environment setting means 13. 
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